


A literature review is a critical summary of all the published 

works on a particular topic.

❑ It analyses specific issues

❑ It identifies trends in research

❑ It points out research gaps in existing literature





In a thesis, the literature review is typically a separate chapter 

or section that comes after the introduction and before the 

methodology or research design chapter (Chapter 2). It serves 

as a critical evaluation and synthesis of the existing literature 

relevant to your research topic.



❑ Readers are able to:

• Form an idea about the current state of understanding on a topic

• Decide whether to read each article individually.

❑ Scientist are able to:

• Learn about developments in the field

• Find gaps in research

• Identify new topics of research



❑ Domain-based review
• Structured review

• Framework-based review

• Bibliometric review

• Hybrid review

• Review aiming for theory development

❑ Theory-based review

❑ Method-based review

❑ Meta analytical review



❑ Domain-based review: Structured review

• A structured review is a systematic and organized process of evaluating and 

summarizing existing literature or research on a specific topic. 

• It involves predefined criteria and methods to identify, select, and analyze 

relevant studies. 

• Structured reviews aim to provide a comprehensive and unbiased summary 

of the available evidence, often used to inform decision-making, identify 

research gaps, or guide future studies. 

• They typically follow a rigorous methodology, such as defining research 

questions, conducting a comprehensive search, assessing the quality of 

included studies, and synthesizing the findings in a structured format.



❑ Domain-based review: Structured review



❑ Domain-based review: Framework-based review

• A framework-based review is a type of literature review that utilizes a conceptual 

framework or theoretical framework to guide the analysis and interpretation of 

research studies. 

• The framework serves as a structure for organizing and categorizing the 

literature, allowing researchers to systematically examine the existing knowledge 

within a specific field or topic. 

• It provides a theoretical lens through which the findings of individual studies can 

be analyzed, compared, and synthesized. 

• The framework may consist of key concepts, variables, relationships, or 

theoretical perspectives that are relevant to the research area. 

• By employing a framework-based approach, researchers can gain deeper insights 

into the subject matter and identify patterns, trends, or gaps in the literature that 

can inform further research or theory development.



❑ Domain-based review: Framework-based review



❑ Domain-based review: Bibliometric review

• A bibliometric review is a type of literature review that focuses on analyzing and 

evaluating the scientific literature based on quantitative measures and statistical 

analysis of bibliographic data. 

• It involves using bibliometric techniques to study patterns and trends within a 

specific field of research, such as publication output, citation patterns, authorship 

collaborations, journal impact factors, and co-citation analysis. 

• Bibliometric reviews aim to provide an objective assessment of the scholarly 

literature by examining various bibliographic indicators. 

• These reviews can help identify influential authors, leading journals, significant 

research themes, and the overall impact of research in a particular field. 

• They are often used to understand the growth and development of a discipline, 

track research trends, and evaluate the impact and influence of individual papers, 

authors, or institutions.



❑ Domain-based review: Bibliometric review



❑ Domain-based review: Hybrid review

• A hybrid review is a type of literature review that combines elements of different review 

methodologies or approaches. 

• It integrates qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a comprehensive understanding 

of a research topic. 

• In a hybrid review, researchers may combine elements of systematic reviews, meta-

analyses, qualitative syntheses, or other review methods to address the specific objectives 

of their study. 

• This approach allows for a more nuanced analysis by incorporating both numerical data and 

qualitative insights from the literature. 

• A hybrid review may involve systematically searching and selecting relevant studies, 

assessing their quality, extracting data, and conducting both qualitative and quantitative 

analyses. 

• By blending different review techniques, a hybrid review can provide a more holistic and 

multidimensional perspective on a research topic, enhancing the richness and depth of the 

findings.



❑ Domain-based review: Hybrid review



❑ Domain-based review: Review aiming for theory development

• A very significant number of review articles published in highly exclusive business 

journals, such as Academy of Management Review or Academy of Marketing 

Science Review, fall in this category. 

• In this case, authors typically develop theoretical models and/or testable 

hypotheses or propositions in such theory-building review articles. 

• However, they do not necessarily proceed to test those models and/or 

theoretical propositions in the same article. Paul and Mas’ (2019) article on 

‘Toward a 7 P framework for international marketing’ is a clear example for this 

type of work. 

• Very recently, Post, Sarala, Gatrell, and Prescott (2020) provide a great 

contribution with plenty of indications and guidelines about how to advance theory 

by means of review articles.



❑ Theory-based review

• A theory-based review is a type of literature review that focuses on evaluating 

and synthesizing existing literature within the context of a specific theoretical 

framework or theoretical perspective. 

• It involves examining the literature through the lens of a particular theory to gain 

deeper insights and understanding of the research topic. 

• The theoretical framework serves as a guiding framework for analyzing and 

interpreting the findings of the reviewed studies. 

• The goal of a theory-based review is to explore how the literature aligns with or 

contributes to the existing theoretical understanding of a phenomenon or concept. 

• Researchers conducting a theory-based review may identify key concepts, 

constructs, or relationships within the theoretical framework and examine how 

they are addressed or supported by the literature. 

• This type of review helps researchers identify gaps, contradictions, or areas for 

further theoretical development in the field.



❑ Method-based review

• A method-based review is a type of literature review that focuses on evaluating 

and analyzing research studies based on the methods or methodologies employed 

in the studies. 

• It involves examining the research design, data collection methods, data analysis 

techniques, and overall rigor of the included studies. 

• Method-based reviews aim to assess the quality and reliability of the research 

methods used in the literature and provide an understanding of the strengths and 

limitations of the studies. 

• This type of review may involve critiquing the study designs, sample sizes, 

sampling techniques, data collection instruments, statistical analyses, and other 

methodological aspects of the included studies. 

• By focusing on the methods, a method-based review helps researchers evaluate 

the validity and generalizability of the findings and assess the overall quality of the 

research in a specific field or topic.



❑ Meta analytical review

• A meta-analytical review is a type of literature review that involves the statistical 

analysis of data from multiple individual studies to generate a quantitative 

summary or estimate of the effect size or relationship between variables. 

• It aims to synthesize and combine the findings of multiple studies to provide a 

more robust and precise estimate of the research question or hypothesis. In a 

meta-analytical review, researchers systematically identify and select relevant 

studies, extract data, and analyze the data using statistical techniques to 

determine the overall effect size or relationship. 

• By pooling data from multiple studies, meta-analytical reviews can increase the 

statistical power, reduce random variation, and provide a more accurate 

estimation of the true effect or relationship in the population. 

• They are often used to examine the effectiveness of interventions, evaluate the 

impact of treatments, or explore the association between variables across 

multiple studies.



❑ Topic selection

❑ Journal selection criteria, identification of streams and period 

coverage

❑ Appropriate title

❑ Research gaps and importance of directions for future research

❑ Tables/figures



1. Define your research question

2. Determine inclusion criteria

3. Develop a search strategy

4. Conduct the literature search

5. Screen and select studies:

6. Extract data

7. Analyze and synthesize the findings

8. Interpret and discuss the results

9. Write the literature review

10. Revise and update



You can write your literature review using one of the following approaches:

Chronological Thematic



TIPS for using the chronological approach

❑ Use this structure when you want to focus on how ideas or 

methodology have progresses over time. 

❑ Group and discuss your sources in order of their publication 

date.

❑ Record the research and developments in each group.

❑ Check how the field has developed over the years. Do all 

studies discuss a common topic?

❑ Example: how models for treatment methods for skin 

cancer in children have developed over a specific period.



TIPS for using the thematic approach

❑ Remember that you need to do much more than 

summarizing each study.

❑ Analyse existing knowledge on the topic with regard to 

certain important issues. 

❑ Draw the readers’ attention to new angles or 

perspectives.
❑ Start listing citations you may include in your paper.



Flow in writing a literature review :

Prepare Table of content (TOC) Collecting the data from 

various source (scopus, 

newspaper, etc.)

Start with an introduction

Choosing type of Literature 

Review

Writing the ‘body’ part of the 

Literature review

Making a summary and 

recommendation 



1) Start with a compelling opening: Begin your introduction with an attention-grabbing statement 

or a brief anecdote that highlights the importance or relevance of your research topic. This helps to 

engage your readers from the beginning.

2) Provide background information: Offer a brief overview of the general area or field of study in 

which your topic falls. Explain the significance of the topic and why it is worthy of investigation. 

Include any relevant historical or theoretical background that will help the readers understand the 

context of your research.

3) State your research objectives or purpose: Clearly state the specific research question or 

objective of your literature review. Explain what you aim to achieve by conducting the review and 

how it contributes to the existing knowledge in the field.

How to write INTRODUCTION in a LITERATURE REVIEW



4) Outline the scope and organization: Briefly describe the scope of your literature review. 

Indicate the boundaries or limitations you have set for your review, such as specific time 

periods, geographical areas, or types of studies included. Additionally, provide a clear 

roadmap of how the review will be organized, highlighting the main sections or themes you will 

cover.

4) Discuss the relevance and gaps in the literature: Explain why a comprehensive 

review of the existing literature is necessary. Highlight any gaps, inconsistencies, or 

unresolved questions in the current knowledge base that your review seeks to address. 

Emphasize how your review will contribute to filling those gaps or advancing understanding in 

the field.

5) Summarize the structure of the review: Give a brief overview of the main sections or 

chapters of your literature review. This provides a roadmap for readers to follow and helps 

them anticipate the content they can expect in the subsequent sections.



6) Conclude the introduction: Close your introduction with a clear transition to the main 

body of your literature review. You can briefly summarize the key points you have discussed 

and emphasize the significance of your research in addressing the research question or 

problem at hand.

7) Remember to keep your introduction concise, engaging, and focused. It should 

provide enough background information to orient the readers and set the context for your 

review without going into excessive detail.



Examples on Writing INTRODUCTION in Literature Review



Examples on Writing INTRODUCTION in Literature Review



Examples on Writing CONCLUSION in Literature Review



What should NOT DO in writing Literature Review ?

1) Creating FIGURES in a literature review can be a helpful way to 

visually present information, highlight key findings, or illustrate 

relationships between concepts. 

2) Creating TABLES in a literature review can be a useful way to 

present summarized information, compare and contrast 

findings from different studies, or provide a structured 

overview of the literature. 

3) Citing the references with the help of tools such as Mendeley 

and Endnote.



Examples on Plotting a Graph in Literature Review



How to plot the research trend from Scopus 

1) Type the appropriate keyword related to your research topic



How to plot the research trend from Scopus 

2) Related published works were found > Analyze results



How to plot the research trend from Scopus 

3) Analyzed results were presented



What should DO in writing Literature Review ?

1) Define your research question or objective

2) Conduct a comprehensive literature search

3) Organize and manage your sources

4) Evaluate and select sources

5) Analyze and synthesize the literature

6) Structure your literature review

7) Provide a balanced and critical evaluation

8) Write clearly and cohesively

9) Cite and reference accurately

10) Revise and edit



What should NOT DO in writing Literature Review ?

1) Don't rely on a single source

2) Avoid being too descriptive

3) Don't cherry-pick sources

4) Avoid neglecting older sources

5) Don't neglect conflicting evidence

6) Avoid excessive quoting

7) Don't overgeneralize findings

8) Avoid a disorganized structure

9) Don't forget to critically evaluate the literature

10) Avoid neglecting recent literature



Literature Review as Case Study ??

Approaching a literature review as a case study involves conducting an in-depth

analysis of a specific research question or problem by examining the existing literature.

In this approach, the literature serves as the "case" that is systematically studied and

evaluated. The process entails defining the research question, conducting a systematic

literature search, analyzing and synthesizing the literature, and providing a critical

evaluation of the findings. By treating the literature as a case study, researchers gain a

comprehensive understanding of the topic, identify patterns and trends, and assess the

strengths and limitations of the existing research. This approach allows for a focused

examination of a specific research area, providing valuable insights and informing

future research directions within the case study context.



Advantages of Writing Literature Review

1) Knowledge synthesis: Conducting a literature review allows you to gather and

synthesize existing knowledge on a specific topic. It helps you gain a

comprehensive understanding of the research landscape and identify key

concepts, theories, methodologies, and findings in the field.

2) Identifying gaps and research opportunities: Through a literature review, you

can identify gaps or unanswered questions in the existing research. This provides

insights into areas where further investigation is needed, allowing you to identify

research opportunities and contribute to the advancement of knowledge.



Advantages of Writing Literature Review

3) Informing research design and methodology: A literature review helps you

become familiar with the range of research designs, methods, and analytical

approaches used in previous studies. This knowledge can guide the development of

your own research design, ensuring that you build upon existing research and

employ appropriate methodologies.

4) Enhancing critical thinking skills: Conducting a literature review requires

critically evaluating the quality, validity, and relevance of published works. It

enhances your critical thinking skills by allowing you to assess the strengths,

weaknesses, and limitations of different studies and identify biases or gaps in the

literature.



Advantages of Writing Literature Review

5) Supporting evidence-based decision making: Literature reviews provide a solid

foundation of evidence that can inform decision making in various fields, such as

healthcare, policy-making, and business. By summarizing and synthesizing existing

research, literature reviews offer a basis for evidence-based decision making and

can guide practice and policy development.

6) Building scholarly credibility: Writing a literature review demonstrates your

expertise and familiarity with the research in your field. It showcases your ability

to critically analyze and synthesize information, contributing to your scholarly

credibility and reputation within the academic community.
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